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Background 
The 59th Meeting of the Heads of Delegation (HOD 59-2020) took note and thanked the representatives of 
the German National Academy of Sciences Leopoldina for the interesting presentation on underwater 
heritage and archaeology (cf. Outcome, para 8.7). The presentation is available on the Meeting Portal here. 

The Meeting also noted the mutual benefits of protecting both the marine environment and underwater 
heritage and the option to include underwater archaeology into MSP processes. The Meeting further 
encouraged to remain in contact with Leopoldina on this matter.  

In many regions of the world, the seafloor contains a fascinating archive of human history. This also applies 
to the Baltic Sea. Its floor is not only home to shipwrecks, it also harbours remnants of human settlement 
from prehistoric times when these seas were still just dry land. Yet this underwater cultural heritage is not 
enjoying sufficient protection. Gravel and sand harvesting, wind turbine construction, cable laying and fishing 
activities could lead to these archaeological traces being lost forever. The spatial extent of the cultural 
heritage across the entire Baltic Sea makes it necessary to include archaeological expertise in maritime spatial 
planning.  

The German National Academy of Sciences Leopoldina has released the discussion paper “Traces under 
Water – Exploring and Protecting the Cultural Heritage in the North Sea and Baltic Sea” to raise awareness 
of the value of the cultural heritage found in the depths of the North Sea and Baltic Sea. Two of the paper’s 
authors, Prof Hauke Jöns (Director of the Institute for Historical Coastal Research, Wilhelmshaven, Germany) 
and Dr Mike Belasus (University of Copenhagen, Denmark), will describe the importance to introduce 
common international archaeological standards in the maritime spatial planning of the Baltic Sea 

Representatives of the German National Academy of Sciences Leopoldina are invited as guests to HELCOM-
VASAB MSP WG 22-2021 to further discuss issues regarding MSP and cultural heritage. 
 
Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to take note of the information on underwater cultural heritage of the Baltic Sea and 
discuss the role of MSP to protect it as well as future cooperation with German National Academy of 
Sciences Leopoldina.  

 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2059-2020-784/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HOD%2059-2020.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2059-2020-784/Documents/5a_Leopoldina_The%20Environmental%20and%20Humankind%20-%20History%20of%20the%20Baltic%20Sea.pdf
https://www.leopoldina.org/en/publications/detailview/publication/spuren-unter-wasser-das-kulturelle-erbe-in-nord-und-ostsee-erforschen-und-schuetzen-2019/
https://www.leopoldina.org/en/publications/detailview/publication/spuren-unter-wasser-das-kulturelle-erbe-in-nord-und-ostsee-erforschen-und-schuetzen-2019/
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